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Welcome from the Headteacher 
Dear Parents, 
Another school year is almost done. I just can’t believe how quickly the time seems to go…the school year 
evaporates in a whirlwind! I would like to thank all of our parents for your support this year. My thanks as well to the 
pupils of Balcarras who continue to be a pleasure to work with and for. 
I should also like to thank the governors and the trustees who do sterling work on behalf of Balcarras. A huge 
thanks as well to the PTFA who facilitate so many school events and also raise good money for the school. 
In addition to this newsletter please do view the last update of the school year which will be sent out on Friday. I 
hope you all have a lovely summer. 
End of term bittersweet as we bid a fond farewell to valued colleagues at Balcarras 
On Thursday after school the Balcarras staff will gather in the quad for our traditional end of year BBQ and meet 
up. It is a nice way to end the year although it is always tinged with sadness as we say farewell to colleagues who are 
leaving the school. 
Ben Hawker (maths) and Ruth Carnie (English) have both been covering for colleagues on maternity this year—we 
thank them for their sterling work and wish them well for the future. Inger Bourne is also leaving after three years 
with us. Inger joined to run our wellbeing support programme but last year transferred to become the Deputy 
SENDCo. She has done brilliant work for Balcarras and I can't help but feel a little jealous at her plans to travel the 
world. Another valued member of the support staff is also leaving - Helen Atkinson has worked at Balcarras for 20 
years managing all sorts of things from absence management to room booking and much else besides. She has 
been an absolute stalwart of this school and her attention to detail is the stuff of legend. Finally, Dave Sharkey is 
leaving after 22 years’ service to the school as Head of English. Dave has been a superb Head of Department and 
he will be hugely missed by everyone at Balcarras. We wish all these colleagues well for the future. 
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EASYFUNDRAISING 
 

Just letting you know that Balcarras School are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us every 
time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use 
easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! These 
donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really 
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. Scan the QR code to start 
fundraising! 

Thank you so much! 
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MUSIC NEWS 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Another very busy few weeks for Music. 
Midsummer Music 2026 
This was a massive success! From start to finish, top-quality performances were on offer on our two stages, making a 
total of nine hours’ music. We had everything from harp solos to church organ solos – and all manner of bands, choirs, 
orchestras, string groups, wind groups, brass groups – and even a synchronised drone display! 
Many of the ‘retiring’ Y13s were performing – and it was very emotional saying ‘au revoir’ to them… (we know they’ll 
stay in touch!). 

Dr Sharp was a stalwart of our Staff Choir and we remembered him with much 
affection with a beautiful performance of Karl Jenkins’ ‘Adiemus’ (which was 
one of Joe’s favourites). We were also delighted to welcome Joe’s mum and his 
brother to MM26. They’ve become part of the Balcarras ‘family’ and have also 
very kindly donated a magnificent library of folk music, instruments and 
equipment which was owned by Joe & Jon’s father. 
 
Photo: Joe Sharp on a school ski trip. 
 

 
A huge THANK YOU to alumni Caleb Horne (our wonderful resident Performing Arts Technician) and Matthew 
Chestney (who is on the prestigious ‘Tonmeister’ course at Surrey University) for heading up the Tech Team. They 
were superbly supported by an army of student technicians and stage managers. A special shout-out to Seb (Y12) 
for his outstanding contribution to all matters performance-tech-y throughout this academic year, including playing 
the rainsticks most professionally for Chamber Choir at the Town Hall! 
 
Thank you as ever to Mr Burke and to Mrs Karen Adkins – 
there’s so much that goes on behind the scenes and it’s just 
brilliant to have their unwavering support… 
It’s such a team effort, this event: Visiting Music Teachers 
Nathan King, Tracey Vacher, Kate Skeet, Rachel Bourner & 
Nicola Hopkins were all lending not only their musical expertise, 
but taking a turn as accompanists, conductors, page-turners, 
bouncers and (in one case) as phone-torch wielder for Mrs 
Watts at the piano! 
Bravo to our comperes and Audition Squad: Darcey, Emily & 
Sasha from Y13 and Isaac , Eddie , Annie , Amelie , & James 
from Y12. Mr Douglas and his Dudes also rocked the outdoor 
stage and Mr Bennett lent his expertise and looked after the 
Hall lighting.   
The site looked immaculate – thanks to our wonderful Site Team and, of course, the PTFA and the Expedition Team 
made sure no-one went hungry (or thirsty!). 
 
A big thank you, also to our Main Sponsor, BAM Agency and Partner Sponsor, Hughes Paddison Solicitors… their 
generosity enabled us to hire the outdoor stage & associated equipment! 
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The biggest thank you is to you and everyone who came out to join in the fun with us! We also had some lovely 
comments from neighbours, who had enjoyed the music from their gardens! And watching all the New York, New York 
high kicks in the crowd was a great reward for those of us who were on stage for the Finale!  
 
More videos in production! 
We’re delighted to say there are some more videos in production from the Balcarras Music Youtube channel. There 
are some very exciting performances to look forward to. More soon… 
 
Here are a few snap shots from upcoming music projects. 

 
Planning Ahead! 
A few dates for your diary for next term: 
House Music Highlights Concert Weds. 7th October  
Balcarras Carol Concert  Weds. 2nd December    
Balcarras Production    Tues. 8th to Friday 11th December  
Right! A quick lie down in a darkened room and then on with the Christmas/Production music planning! 

The Music Team: Dan Armstrong, Jane Watts & Matt Howell 
Exam Successes 
Congratulations to the following students and their teachers: 
Mrs Tracey Vacher – MTB Board - Piano 
Emily     Y9 Grade 4  Pass 
Sophie     Y7 Grade 1  Distinction  
Seth    Y11 Grade 3  Merit 
Finlay    Y13  Grade 6  Merit 
Vaaria     Y10  Grade 3  Pass 
Anya    Y10 Grade 4  Distinction 
Mrs Rachel Bourner – MTB Board - Piano 
Sophie     Y7  Grade 2 Merit  
Bebe     Y11 Grade 4 Merit 
ABRSM - Piano 
Holly    Y9 Grade 4 Pass 
Mrs Victoria Burge – Trinity - Cello 
Sophie   Y11 Grade 6  Merit 
Imogen      Y9 Grade 6 Merit 
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ABRSM - Cello 
Rose    Y7 Grade 5  Merit 
Eloise     Y9 Grade 4  Pass 
Mr Steve Browning London College of Music Board - Acoustic Guitar  
Luca    Y13  Grade 6  Distinction 
Rory    Y9 Grade 2  Distinction 
Mrs Nicola Hopkins – ABRSM - Flute 
Rebecca  Y9 Grade 5  Distinction  
Holly   Y9 Grade 3  Merit 
Mrs Kate Skeet – MTB – Viola 
Martha    Y12 Grade 7 Pass 
MTB – Violin 
Bluebelle   Y10 Grade 6 Merit 
Also congratulations to: 
Ben     Y9  MTB - Violin Grade 8 Merit 
ABRSM Singing  
Tilly    Y8 Grade 4 Distinction 
Becca    Y9 Grade 4 Distinction  
Anya    Y10 Grade 6 Merit 
National College of Music & Arts  – Singing 
Annie    Y12 Grade 6 First Class Honours 
Freddie    Y13 Grade 7  First Class Honours 
Jem   Y13 Grade 8 First Class Honours   
 
 

SPORTING NEWS 
 

Benjamin of 10F2 played in the Inter Regionals Championships 2026 to represent Wales 
in the U15 category. 
It was a big event played over the half term break at Loughborough University and was live 
streamed on YouTube.  
Benjamin played the specialist  'libero' position and Wales finished 7th out of 10 which is 
the highest they had ever finished. 
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DATAFACE 
STEPHEN COOPER, HEAD OF COMPUTING 

On Monday 1st of June, Year 8 pupils Margot and Fliss took part in this year’s 
DataFace competition as part of the Cheltenham Science Festival. 
For the competition, they researched, designed and created a data 
visualisation exploring the link between happiness and gender equality 
around the world. During the day, Margot and Fliss presented their work and 
findings to pupils from across the South West, as well as teachers and 
representatives from industry. 
They were superb throughout, explaining their project eloquently and 
confidently. They were able to discuss their findings and give a thoughtful 
critical evaluation of the data they had used. 

There were some amazing projects showcased during the day, so Margot and Fliss should be incredibly proud to have 
been awarded 2nd place.  
A fantastic achievement — well done Margot and Fliss! 
 
 

START OF AUTUMN TERM 
 

Mon 31st Aug     Summer Holidays 
Tues 1st Sept      INSET for all staff.  Pupils are not in school 
Weds 2nd Sept     Year 7 and Year 12 pupils only in school 
Thurs 3rd Sept    All pupils in school 
Fri 4th Sept         School finishes early for all pupils at 12:20pm 
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P & Q BAND 
GARY TOWERS, DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

Year 8 

As pupils move into Year 8 and so are more familiar with the school, they are mixed with others from across the year 
group for their teaching classes. In order to do this, pupils are placed randomly on the P or Q half of the year. This 
placement is checked by the Heads of House and the individual learning department to make sure it is appropriate. 

This means pupils will not be in their tutor groups for lessons. We do this to allow pupils to develop their social skills 
(working and interacting with new people) in a controlled classroom environment. Pupils remain in their tutor groups 
for tutor time and personal development lessons. 

Year 9 

As pupils move from Year 8 into Year 9 they stay in the same band (P or Q). Within this band the mix of pupils within 
each class will change based on the learning needs identified by each subject area. 

Year 10 

For option subjects pupils will be taught in classes made up of pupils from across the Year group based on the options 
they have selected.  

In core subjects, pupils will be mixed with others from the same band they are in (P or Q). Pupils are placed randomly 
on the P or Q half of the year. This placement is checked by the Heads of House and the individual learning 
department to make sure it is appropriate. The band they are in this year may be different from last year and this 
mixing is intentional.  This is to allow pupils to develop their social skills (working and interacting with new people) in a 
controlled classroom environment. Pupils remain in their tutor groups for tutor time and personal development 
lessons. 

We would encourage parents to talk about this with their children over the summer. For most pupils the opportunity 
to work with a new group of people is exciting but some can be a little nervous. 

 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 
DARREN LEATHERBARROW, HEAD OF SIXTH FORM 

UCAS convention 

On 23rd June we took our Y12 cohort to the Birmingham NEC for the UCAS post-18 convention. Being one of the 
hottest days of the year we were very grateful for the air conditioned coaches and NEC! The students and staff were 
able to visit stalls from many different universities from around the country, along with various other post-18 options 
including apprenticeships and gap years. We also enjoyed some talks on topics including student finance and 
accommodation.  

Radio 4 

On Wednesday morning, two of our Y12 students - Confidence and Pheobe - were interviewed on Radio 4 to discuss 
the new social media regulations for 16- and 17-year-olds, you can listen to the programme here - the interview 
starts at 2:10 with the students both speaking at 2:11. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002yx79


8 | P a g e  

 

W W W . B A L C A R R A S . G L O U C S . S C H . U K  

 
W W W . B A L C A R R A S . G L O U C S . S C H . U K   

Y13 Prom: 

On 30th June, we welcomed 240 Y13 students and 35 staff members to Manor By The Lake for our annual Y13 
leavers prom. A truly wonderful evening was had by all, staff and parents joined during arrivals to see our students 
arrive onto the red carpet and enjoy a welcome lavender mocktail. We then invited guests into the main ballroom for 
a formal two course sit-down meal. After dinner, we moved outside to a wonderful gazebo area in the beautiful 
grounds and invited our Y13 prom committee to the microphone to present various awards, as nominated by their 
peers. We then moved back into the ballroom for some dancing! As always, its a bittersweet evening as we wish our 
Y13 students farewell! 

 

Y12 Berlin: 

Whilst lower school were on their activities week, we took 45 Y12 students to 
Berlin for the week. This is the third year we have run this trip in Sixth Form and 
each year staff and students have a truly wonderful week! This year we stayed 
at the Hotel Schultz, located immediately opposite the Berlin wall. During the 
week we enjoyed a walking tour, boat tour, a very interesting tour of the 
Templehof airport and the Stasi prison along with a great deal of walking, 
exploring and travelling on both the U and S bahn trains as well as our transport 
highlight - trams. We had many lovely meals out including Italian, Indian and 
probably our favourite - a traditional German schnitzel restaurant. We also 
took the students to a street food market where they were able to walk around 
with their friends sampling many different delights! The students were 
wonderful company and a great week was had by all.  
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Y12 DofE Gold: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week as part of activities week, 27 pupils completed their DofE Gold assessed expedition in Bannau Brycheiniog 
(Brecon Beacons) National Park. This group of students have been working all year on the 5 elements that make up 
the DofE gold award; Physical activity, skills, volunteering, residential and 
expedition.  

They then had some training for expedition in school, and then on a rainy 
weekend down in Dartmoor back in April. This expedition to the Brecon 
Beacons was the opposite, it was a heatwave, with temperatures reaching to 
30C. Day one saw the pupils head out of Hay on Wye and head up to the 
mountains, going over Twmpa mountain at 690m. Thankfully it was cooler 
in the hills despite the lack of shade. That evening the campsite was cool 
and shady, with the chance to cool off by a stream.  

To escape the heat the groups set off early the next day, before 6AM, and 
took routes along the valley and up on to the Offas Dyke Ridge that 
separates England and Wales. These routes took them down to camp by 
Llanthony Priory, a 12 Century priory. All groups were out of the sun and 
making the most of the shade at the campsite by 3PM. 

Day three saw the groups take 
on the longest day, around 24KM, heading up on to the ridge and the 
highpoint of the expedition at Rhos Dirion (713m). There were multiple 
water top up spots as the groups completed their own navigation and 
worked on their project along the way. All of the pupils were glad to get 
down to the sanctuary of the campsite that evening.  

 

The fourth day of the trip was a loop from Newcourt farm campsite on the 
foothills of the Brecons, before the groups cleaned their tents and trangias 
and headed home. Not before stopping for a well earned feast at KFC on 
the way back. 

Well done to all of the pupils who passed this element of their DofE award, 
they coped with challenging conditions and weather.  
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Sixth Form 2026 Admissions: 

For those that have applied to Balcarras Sixth Form 2026-7, we advise you to please refer to the instructions on your 
conditional offer letter for what to do on results day. This information can also be found on our website. Balcarras 
students, once you have collected your results and met the entry criteria, please sign against your name in the Sixth 
Form foyer to confirm you wish to accept your place. If you wish to discuss your results with a member of staff or have 
not met the entry criteria, please head up to Sixth Form and follow the signs for the right waiting area. For non-
Balcarras applicants, there is no need to visit us - instead we ask you to please email your results to 
sfadmissions@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk by 3pm at the latest on results day with a copy of the results, a member of the 
team will get back to you via phone once we are able to confirm your place. For any further questions or information, 
please refer to the website or call 01242 545118. We wish all of our applicants the best of luck for GCSE results day! 

Sixth Form 2026-27: 

We look forward to welcoming our new Y12 students on Wednesday 2nd September. Students are invited to enter 
the school via the Sixth Form entrance where they will be able to find out their tutor room. We then welcome our 
current students to Y13 on Thursday 3rd September, those students should go to their current tutor/tutor base for 
8.50am. Please note all students will be able to leave school at 1.15pm on Friday 4th September as staff will be having 
an inset that afternoon. For new Y12 parents and carers, please also note there will be a welcome evening on 
Thursday 3rd September at 6pm in the main school hall. Slightly worn Sixth Form uniform can also be purchased 
during this evening. 

 

Sixth Form Uniform: 

We have made an amendment to our Sixth Form uniform - from September, if a 
Sixth Form student wishes to wear a skirt, it must be of a long length - such as midi 
or maxi. Short skirts will no longer be permitted in Sixth Form. Black or grey 
trousers are also permitted. Please see our website for further information. 
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KS3 DRAMA CLUB 
HANNAH WENT 

On 7th July, in the full heat of summer, our KS3 Drama club performed out KS3 production, Grimm, to both Yr5 
students from Charlton Kings Junior School and an audience of parents and teachers. For the second-year running, 
thanks to support from the PTFA and the money raised through last year's performance, we were able to fund the 
junior musical which starred various fairytale characters and was packed full of catchy songs. All the students were 
full of energy and gave fantastic performances to a packed hall of very warm loved ones! We are very proud of all 
their efforts this term to ensure the performance was so enjoyable.  
 
Thank you to all parents and guardians for practicing lines and helping provide costumes, to Balcarras staff and sixth 
formers for rallying round with last minute quick-fixes and of course, to all members of drama club, you were 
awesome! 

 

LOCKER RENTAL 
SUE DAVIS, FINANCE 

If your child would like a locker for September please pay £4 via Scopay before the end of term. Lockers will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis for payments made after this date. 

Please remind your child to empty their current locker. 
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YEAR 7 ENJOY AN UNFORGETTABLE EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO PARIS 
FREDDY SEGUIN, HEAD OF MFL 

Thirty-five Year 7 pupils recently returned from an exciting four-day educational visit to Paris, where they enjoyed a 
packed programme of cultural, historical and language-based activities. 

After crossing the English Channel, pupils began their French adventure with a visit to Nausicaá, Europe's largest 
aquarium, before travelling on to Paris. 

The following days were filled with memorable experiences. Pupils explored the fascinating world of chocolate at 
Choco-Story, where they learnt about the history of chocolate before taking part in an interactive workshop. They 
also enjoyed a relaxing cruise along the River Seine, offering spectacular views of some of Paris' most famous 
landmarks. 

One of the highlights of the trip was climbing the 284 steps to the top of the Arc de Triomphe. Pupils were rewarded 
with breathtaking panoramic views across the French capital and gained a greater appreciation of the city's history 
and architecture. 

A particular favourite was the bakery workshop, where pupils worked alongside Bruno, a professional French baker, to 
make traditional French bread. What made this experience especially valuable was that Bruno delivered all of his 
instructions and demonstrations entirely in French. Pupils quickly realised how much classroom language they could 
understand and were encouraged to listen carefully, respond to questions and follow authentic spoken French in a 
real-life setting. It was a fantastic opportunity to develop their confidence and see the practical benefits of learning a 
foreign language. 

No visit to Paris would be complete without a day at Disneyland Paris. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed exploring the parks, 
experiencing the attractions and spending time with their friends, creating memories that will undoubtedly stay with 
them for years to come. 

Travelling abroad encouraged them to develop important life skills, including organisation, teamwork, problem-
solving and confidence in unfamiliar surroundings. The pupils embraced every opportunity, whether sampling French 
cuisine, practising their language skills or discovering the rich culture and history of Paris. The trip was an 
outstanding success, and it was a pleasure to see how enthusiastically the pupils engaged with every activity. 

 

TRUST SPELLING BEE COMPETITION 
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TRUST MFL SPELLING BEE COMPETITION 
FREDDY SEGUIN, HEAD OF MFL 

We were delighted to host this year's Trust MFL Spelling Bee Competition alongside our partner schools, 
Winchcombe School and The High School Leckhampton. 

Students competed in both French and Spanish, taking on the challenge of spelling as many words as possible in just 
one minute using the target language alphabet. The competition tested not only their language knowledge and 
accuracy but also their concentration and resilience under pressure. 

A huge congratulations goes to every pupil who took part. Standing in front of an audience and performing under 
timed conditions takes real courage. Every competitor should be incredibly proud of their achievement. Events like 
this help to develop confidence in public speaking—an invaluable skill that will benefit students well beyond the 
classroom and into their future education and careers. 

Congratulations! 

 to our winners: 

• French: Tilly (Balcarras school) 

• Spanish: Gabriela (Balcarras school) 

Well done to all of the students who represented their schools so brilliantly and thank you to our dedicated MFL staff 
for their hard work in preparing students and supporting another successful Trust event. 
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE 
JACK GODDARD 

Support the Next Generation of Entrepreneurs – Young Enterprise 2026/27 

Can you help? 

This October, we will be launching our Young Enterprise journey and bringing 
together a team of students who will have the exciting opportunity to create and 
run their own business as part of the national Young Enterprise Competition. 

Young Enterprise gives students the chance to experience the world of business 
first-hand. They will develop valuable skills in entrepreneurship, teamwork, 
leadership, communication, problem-solving, financial planning and marketing as 
they take their ideas from concept to reality. 

To help our students make the most of this fantastic opportunity, we are looking 
for support from local businesses and organisations who would like to invest in 
young people and help nurture the entrepreneurs of tomorrow. 

Sponsorship will help cover essential costs such as competition entry fees, resources, materials, product development 
and marketing. By supporting our Young Enterprise team, you will be directly contributing to the development of 
students’ confidence, creativity and employability skills. 

We would love to build partnerships with local businesses who share our passion for inspiring young people and helping 
them gain experiences that will benefit them beyond the classroom. 

Whether through financial sponsorship, mentoring, resources or other forms of support, your involvement could 
make a real difference to our students’ journey. 

Each team would be just under £600 to sponsor each team - we usually have 2 teams. 

If your organisation would like to support our Young Enterprise team or find out more about sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact fundraising@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

ACTIVITIES WEEK ADVENTURE AT VINEY HILL 
JACK GODDARD 

Last week, Balcarras School held its annual Activities Week, giving pupils the opportunity to enjoy a wide range of 
exciting trips and experiences, both locally and abroad. 

As part of the week, Year 9 students travelled to Viney Hill, near Lydney, where they stayed in a self-catering centre 
nestled in the heart of the beautiful Forest of Dean. 

Throughout the week, pupils challenged themselves with a variety of adventurous outdoor activities, including 
mountain biking, canoeing on Mallards Pike Lake, high ropes at Go Ape, hiking, archery, bushcraft, abseiling, and the 
thrilling Leap of Faith and Gladiator Challenge. 

The evenings were just as enjoyable, with team-building and leadership activities such as building their own bivouacs, 
taking part in a camp quiz, and competing in the Camp Olympics. Each day ended around the campfire, where 
everyone relaxed with hot chocolate and toasted marshmallows. 

mailto:fundraising@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk
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It was a fantastic week filled with fun, adventure, personal growth, and unforgettable memories. The experience 
encouraged pupils to step outside their comfort zones, develop new skills, and strengthen friendships. 

A huge thank you goes to all the staff whose enthusiasm, dedication, and support made this memorable experience 
possible. 
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MIDSUMMER MUSIC 
 

We would like to thank both our Main Sponsor, BAM Agency and our Partner Sponsor Hughes Paddison 
Solicitors for their support with Midsummer Music.  

Their financial support directly funded the outdoor stage. We are so grateful. 

If your business is interested in sponsoring any future events in school, please do get in touch. We are currently 
looking for a sponsor for the Year 11 Yearbook for next academic year, Young Enterprise and sponsorship for 

the music department. Please email fundraising@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fundraising@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk
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NEWSLETTER 
 

The newsletter will now be distributed by email and available to view on our VLE 
(Firefly) as well as on the school website. 
 
It is incredibly easy and will save the school a lot of paper and the planet a lot of trees! 
 
If you would still prefer a hard copy, please contact Karen Adkins 
ksa@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk 

 
 

 
Follow us on X (formerly Twitter) @balcarras and Facebook, Facebook.com/BalcarrasSchool for updates and news 
about school life and events. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

Headteacher  
 

 

 

 

mailto:ksa@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk%0d
mailto:ksa@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk%0d
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://en-gb.facebook.com/&psig=AFQjCNE_d3YrXuywB1xtjX_3Mhtarjx01g&ust=1494343090005750
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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