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MINUTES
 
The Green Group Meeting

Monday 14th October 2024
 in 11A1 at 3.45pm
  
 

Present; Jon Pearce, Ian Davidson, Cheryl Crowley, Isla Kelly-Macleod, Amelie Rowe, Amy Pallister, Nico Donaldson, Naomi Kelly, Delilah Hamada, Suraaiyah Morgan-Sanneh, Jazz Haughton, Belle Hacker, Owen Chung
Apologies; Dominic Burke, Mark Constance, Tom Cadogan, Andy Cadogan

1. Matters arising from last meeting; We had an official opening of the area around the pond by textiles, this area had been improved by the site team with help from the Eco club. 
We achieved our green flag status for the next three years. For this award we also received a distinction for the work we have done on school grounds, energy (electricity optimiser, EV chargers, LED lights) and waste.
Hannah Leatherland is the Cheltenham Clean Air education officer, JWP has arranged for her to come in and build some pollution monitors.
2. Energy survey results, Eco club carried out an Energy survey. Science were the best dept at switching off lights and computers, given an award.
3. Recycling batteries, pens, clothes, and other items. Eco group collecting pens for recycling. Andy has had a message from the clothes recycling bin saying we need to add more clothes or else it will get taken away. JWP to promote this with tutor groups. The PTFA ran a successful swap shop and a second hand uniform sale, the excess of which went into the clothes bin. JWP has been in contact with Esther Hunter to talk about whether the Ecogroup could get involved in another event.
Naomi mentioned whether we could organise a ‘Bookswap’ event, JWP to liase with Megan Kelly about organising this as an event.
4. Climate Change debate 19th Nov. 7 members of the Ecogroup are taking part in a COP 29 debate with other schools in Gloucestershire about climate change. Balcarras are representing ‘USA’
5. Wildlife pond, Andy talked about a new project for the spring of improving the wildlife pond around the back of Science; clearing pond, creating log habitat piles, insect homes, bat boxes.
6. AOB; Cheryl brought up the issue that we are selling plastic bottles in the canteen and are not recycling the plastic bottles. We also give away plastic disposable cups by the water fountain. We discussed the possibility of cardboard drinks containers, or refillable cups. JWP to talk with Ian Cole. 
Jazz and Belle discussed about our paper usage as a school, the combination of books and printing is a lot of paper. The printer paper is recycled, some of the books are sustainable plantations (replanted), they asked is there a way we could reduce the amount of paper we use.  Tech and Science use booklets which saves double use of paper (sticking pages into an exercise book). JWP to email Suki about how much paper she uses each year. They also asked whether we could use folders for putting printing in or treasury tags rather than using single use plastic glue sticks.

7. Date of next meeting: 20/1/25
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From strength to strength
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