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11th September 2025 

Dear Parent/Guardian  
As you are aware, your child recently applied for a place on the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award within school. The response from the pupils was exceptional and I am pleased to inform you that your child has been offered a place.   
The next stage is to complete an enrolment form which is available on the school Scopay system and make a one off (non-refundable) payment for their registration with the DofE - an online eDOfE account. The cost for this is £37.50 which goes directly to the DofE. This payment does not cover any cost towards the expedition, this will be requested at a later stage.

As a school we will have fortnightly meetings looking at all aspects of the award on Wednesdays period 5.  These will begin on October 1st 2025. The majority of the time this will be preparation for the expedition element. In addition to this the expedition training and assessment is run by a company called Ocean Rock. this training will include a day in February, 3 days training in Dartmoor 16th to 18th April  2026. Plus an assessed expedition of 5 days, from 6th to 10th July 2026 in the Brecon Beacons. 

It is estimated that expedition costs will be in the region of £570 to cover fees for the expedition provider, training, transport, maps and fuel for cooking. Payment for this will be requested in four installments starting in Dec 2024. Pupils will have to arrange and fund their own food for expedition and some suitable equipment which includes walking boots, waterproofs and a sleeping bag. Tents, stoves and rucksacks can be provided by school if not available from home. The expedition will be launched to pupils and parents in November.

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award is a universally recognised award that shows commitment, organisation, self motivation and reliability. This is a great opportunity to start the award and make some life long memories. More information on the award can be found at https://www.dofe.org/do/. The average amount of time to complete the gold award is 2 ½ years, however some pupils manage to complete this by the end of year 13. It is up to individuals to organise themselves and to be self motivated to get the sections completed. They will have until they are 25 to complete the award with DofE.

The DofE Gold award is made up of 5 components; A skills section, a physical activity, volunteering, residential and an expedition. Each pupil will be guided in how to complete these sections over the next two years. As well as lots of ideas of how they can achieve these things.
To complete the Gold award pupils need to complete 5 sections; 
– Volunteering section: 12 months 
– Physical and Skills sections: One section for 12 months and the other section for 6 months 
– Expedition section: 4 days/3 nights 
– Residential section: Undertake a shared activity in a residential setting away from home for 5 days and 4 nights. 
If you didn’t do Silver, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the Physical or Skills sections. 
 

If you wish your child to take part, please give consent, complete the form and make payment via Scopay by 9am Wednesday 1st October 2025. Please provide any specific information asked for on Scopay in the comments box before making the payment. Please inform us of any recent changes to your child’s medical situation by contacting Sue Davis on the email below. If you have any queries regarding the above, please email Mrs Davis, trips co-ordinator sed@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk.  
As part of the award pupil have access to an eDofE account. If you need any further help please use the website www.DofE.org.uk or contact me directly on extension 132.  

Many thanks  

Mr Jon Pearce 
DofE Gold Coordinator

By signing up to DofE you are agreeing with the conditions of the DofE Programme 

1. Pupils meet all deadlines that are in place. 
2. Pupils complete 6 months of one section of their Award on the eDofE by easter (12th April 2026) (this needs to be started mid October 2025)
3. Pupils attend all meetings (a maximum of 3 missed meetings over the course of the year) - these will be fortnightly from September on Wednesdays period 5. 
4. Pupils are to have started their volunteering by October half term 
5. Pupils are to have started their physical and skills section of Award by Christmas.
6. The final section of the Award is to be completed whilst in Year 13. 
8. Pupils must meet all deadlines set throughout the year, which will be communicated with the pupils via the weekly meetings. 

Safeguarding 
The D of E expeditions are demanding physical tasks. The pupils will be challenged on their physical abilities and will need to demonstrate resilience and self-motivation. During the expedition, the pupils are given a lot of independence. 
However, the school must risk assess the events carefully and the school needs to be confident that the pupils participating in the expedition can safely complete the challenges it provides. To judge safety the school will consider carefully the pupil’s behaviour and actions during the course of the preceding 12 months. While the school is keen to give pupils the opportunity to participate in the expedition, there are certain circumstances where it would mean that the safety of the pupil cannot be guaranteed. This is due to the unique independence and freedoms that the expedition affords. 
Wherever circumstances indicate that, in the school’s judgment, safety on the expedition cannot be guaranteed, that pupil will be withdrawn from the expedition (both the practice expedition and the assessed expedition). This includes concerns on medical, physical or mental health related issues, or where a pupil is engaging with external services.
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